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TAGS: PINT, El, UK 

SUBJECT: LYNCH S REBUTTAL 

REF: DUBLIN 72 

1 . IRISH PRIME MINISTER JACK LYNCH ISSUED THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT 
ON NORTHERN IRELAND LAST NIGHT IN CLARIFICATION OF HIS JANUARY 

8 REMARKS: QUOTE THE REACTION TO THE STRAIGHTFORWARD AND 
FACTUAL ANSWERS I GAVE TO QUESTIONS ON NORTHERN IRELAND THAT 
WERE PUT TO ME IN A RADIO INTERVIEW ON RTE'S QUOTE THIS WEEK 
UNQUOTE PROGRAM LAST SUNDAY, WAS SURPRISING AND UNEXPECTED. 

2. ON THE SUBJECT OF A POSSIBLE AMNESTY, I MADE IT CLEAR TO THE 
INTERVIEWER THAT I WAS DRAT .TNG WITH A HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION 
AND EMPHASISED THAT AMNESTY, OR MITIGATION OF SENTANCES, COULD 
BE CONSIDERED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DAY EXERCISING THEIR 
COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY ONLY IN CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE VIOLENCE 
AND HOSTILITIES CEASED AND WERE NOT LIKELY TO BREAK OUT 
AFTERWARDS. 

3. 1 WANT TO EMPHASISE THAT MY GOVERNMENT HAVE GIVEN NO 
CONSIDERATION TO AN AMNESTY FOR ANYONE, ESPECIALLY FOR 
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THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CONVICTED OF CRIMES OF VIOLENCE 
AGAINST THE PEOPLE OR OFFENCES AGAINST THE STATE. 

4. THE GOVERNMENT ARE COMMITTED TO PURSUING TO THE 
FULLEST POSSIBLE EXTENT THOSE WHO ARE ENGAGED IN 
VIOLENCE OR OTHER ACTIVITIES FOR ILLEGAL AND SUBVERSIVE 
PURPOSES. 
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5. ON THE SUBJECT OF SECURITY, THE COMMUNIQUE ISSUED 
AFTER MY MEETING WITH THE BRITISH PRIME MINISTER, MR. 
CALLAGHAN, LAST SEPTEMBER, SAID. QUOTE THE TAOISEACH 
AND THE PRIME MINISTER EMPHASISED THE IMPORTANCE WHICH 
THEY ATTACHED TO SECURITY CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE 
AUTHORITIES ON THE TWO SIDES OF THE BORDER AND EX- 
PRESSED SATISFACTION AT THE DEGREE OF CO-OPERATION 
UNDER THE PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS. UNQUOTE 

6. THESE ARRANGEMENTS HAVE NOT CHANGED. SINCE WE ASSUMED 
OFFICE. OUR SECURITY PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT HAVE BEEN 
CONSIDERABLY INCREASED. 

7. ON POWER-SHARING, I SAID NOTHING NEW OR NOTHING THAT 
DID NOT REFLECT THE STATED POLICIES OF BRITISH GOVERNMENTS 
AND OPPOSITION OVER THE LAST FIVE YEARS AND THE POLICIES 
OF THE FIANNA FAIL AND COALITION GOVERNMENTS IN THE 
SAME PERIOD. TO REITERATE WHAT IS FACTUAL AND TRUTHFUL 

IS APPARENTLY CONSIDERED UNHELPFUL. I CONSIDER THAT TO 
BE HELPFUL IN THE SITUATION THAT OBTAINS IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND IS TO KEEP IT IN PROPER PERSPECTIVE. 

8. 1 AGREE WITH THE VIEW EXPRESSED BY THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND, MR. MASON, THAT AT LAST 
YEAR'S MEETING BETWEEN MR. CALLAGHAN AND MYSELF, EACH 
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GOVERNMENT'S POSITION WAS ESTABLISHED. MR. CALLAGHAN 
AND MR. MASON FREQUENTLY STATE THEIR GOVERNMENT'S 
POSITION. IN MY INTERVIEW ON SUNDAY, I WAS REITERATING 
MY GOVERNMENT'S POSITION. 

9. TO PAPER OVER CRACKS CAN CAUSE THEM TO BECOME CHASMS. 

10. 1 WAS BEING FACTUAL WHEN I SAID IN THE RADIO INTERVIEW 
THAT AT MY MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 29TH WITH MR. CALLAGHAN. 

I GOT FROM HIM A FIRM UNDERTAKING THAT THERE WOULD BE 
NO DEVOLVED GOVERNMENT WITH POWER-SHARING. IN SAYING 
THIS ON SUNDAY LAST I WAS REPEATING WHAT I SAID AT A 
PRESS CONFERENCE IN THE IRISH EMBASSY IN LONDON 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER MY TALKS WITH MR. CALLAGHAN. THERE 
WAS A WIDE REPRESENTATION OF BRITISH PRESS, RADIO AND 
TELEVISION PRESENT AT THAT PRESS CONFERENCE. 
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1 1 . THE FOLLOWING IS WHAT THE AGREED COMMUNIQUE OF THAT 
MEETING SAID ON DEVOLVED GOVERNMENT. QUOTE THE 
TAOISEACH WELCOMED THE PRIME MINISTER’S STATEMENT THAT 
THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT'S POLICY WAS TO WORK TOWARDS A 
DEVOLVED SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT IN WHICH ALL SECTIONS 
OF THE COMMUNITY COULD PARTICIPATE ON A FAIR BASIS AND 
IN WHICH THE RIGHTS OF ALL CITIZENS ARE FULLY SAFEGUARDED 
UNQUOTE. WHEN I REPORTED ON OCTOBER 12TH TO THE DAIL 

ON MY MEETING WITH MR. CALLAGHAN I SAID, QUOTE I 
OBTAINED A FIRM ASSURANCE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER THAT 
THERE WAS NOT A SCINTILLA OF A MOVE TOWARDS INTEGRATION. 

HE WAS EMPHATIC IN HIS VIEW THAT THE BRITISH PEOPLE 
WOULD NOT, IN FACT, AGREE TO SUCH A MOVE. UNQUOTE. 

12. MR. MOLYNEAUX, LEADER OF THE UNIONIST MPS AT WESTMINSTER, 
MAY NOT HAVE BEEN AWARE OF THIS WEHN HE SAID ON TELE- 
VISION ON MONDAY THAT IT WAS HIS INFORMATION THAT I 

DID NOT EVEN RAISE INTEGRATION. MY DAIL STATEMENT WENT 
ON TO SAY: QUOTE I WAS ALSO HAPPY TO RECEIVE FROM THE 
PRIME MINISTER THE FURTHER ASSURANCE THAT IT WAS AND 
REMAINED THE POLICY OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO HAVE 
DEVOLVED GOVERNMENT WITH POWER-SHARING IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND AND THAT THERE WOULD BE NO DEVOLVED GOVERNMENT 
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WITHOUT POWER-SHARING. UNQUOTE (OFFICIAL REPORT DAIL 
DEBATES 12TH OCT., 1977, COL. 224). 

13. ON THE SAME DAY IN THE DAIL, IN COMMENTING ON THE 
STATEMENT AND ON THE AGREED COMMUNIQUE, THE LEADER OF THE 
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FINE GAEL PARTY, DEPUTY GARRET FITZGERALD, REFERRED TO 
A DISCUSSION HE HAD WITH THE NORTHERN IRELAND SECRETARY 
OF STATE LESS THAN A MONTH BEFORE THE GENERAL ELECTION 
WHEN ON MAY 26TH LAST, HE SECUREED FROM HIM AGREEMENT 
THAT HE WOULD CONTINUE TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT THE 
BASIC OBJECTIVE IS THAT OF A DEVOLVED EXECUTIVE 
GOVERNMENT BASED ON POWER-SHARING AND THAT ANY INTERIM 
COUNCIL THAT MIGHT BE ESTABLISHED WOULD BE WITHOUT 
SIGNIFICANT EXECUTIVE POWERS AND WOULD BE PART OF A 
TWO-STAGE PROCESS LEADING TO SELF-GOVERNMENT WITH 
POWER-SHARING. 

14. WHEN THESE STATEMENTS WERE MADE AND PUBLISHED ONLY 
THREE SHORT MONTHS AGO THERE WAS NO OUTCRY SUCH AS 
WE HAVE SEEN IN THE LAST TWO DAYS. 

15.1 SHARE THE BELIEF WITH THE VAST MAJORITY OF IRISH 
PEOPLE, NORTH AND SOUTH, THAT THE FIRST PRIORITY MUST 
BE TO ACHIEVE PEACE IN EVERY PART OF OUT ISLAND. IN 
ORDER TO ACHIEVE THIS END, IT IS OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE, 
IN THE WORDS OF THE COMMUNIQUE OF SEPTEMBER 28TH, 1977, 

TO WORK TOWARDS A DEVOLVED SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT IN 
WHICH ALL SECTIONS OF THE COMMUNITY COULD PARTICIPATE 
ON A FAIR BASIS AND IN WHICH THE RIGHTS OF ALL CITIZENS 
ARE FULLY SAFEGUARDED. 

16. NO PROGRESS CAN EVER BE MADE IN CONTAINING VILENCE AND 
ESTABLISHING PEACE IF WE ALWAYS LOOK FOR THE MOTE IN 
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OUR NEIGHBOUR'S EYE AND ARE CONTINUOUSLY SUSPICIOUS OF 
HIS EVERY UTTERANCE. UNQUOTE - END OF STATEMENT.SHANNON 
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